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This textbook is the property of your school.

Take good care not to damage or lose it.

Here are 10 ideas to help take care of the book:
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Cover the book with protective material, such as plastic,
old newspapers or magazines.

Always keep the book in a clear dry place.

Be sure your hands are clearn when you use the book.
Do not write on the cover or inside pages.

Use a piece of paper or cardboard as a bookmark.
Never tear or cut out any picture or pages.

Repair any torn pages with paste or tape.

Pack the book carefully when you pleace it in your
school bag.

Handle the book with care when passing it to another
person.

When using a new book for the first time, lay it on its
back. Open only a few pages at a time. Press lightly along
the bound edge as you turn the pages. This will keep the
cover in good condition.
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Foreword

Education and development are closely related endeavors. This is the main
reason why it is said that education is the key instrument in Ethiopia’s
development and social transformation. The fast and globalized world we
now live in requires new knowledge, skill and attitude on the part of each
individual. It is with this objective in view that the curriculum, which
is not only the Blueprint but also a reflection of a country’s education

system, must be responsive to changing conditions.

It has been almost three decades since Ethiopia launched and implemented
new Education and Training Policy. Since the 1994 Education and
Training Policy our country has recorded remarkable progress in terms of
access, equity and relevance. Vigorous efforts also have been made, and

continue to be made, to improve the quality of education.

To continue this progress, the Ministry of Education has developed a
new General Education Curriculum Framework in 2021. The Framework
covers all pre-primary, primary, Middle level and secondary level
grades and subjects. It aims to reinforce the basic tenets and principles
outlined in the Education and Training Policy, and provides guidance on
the preparation of all subsequent curriculum materials — including this
Teacher Guide and the Student Textbook that come with it — to be based

on active-learning methods and a competency-based approach.

In the development of this new curriculum, recommendations of the
education Road Map studies conducted in 2018 are used as milestones.
The new curriculum materials balance the content with students’ age,
incorporate indigenous knowledge where necessary, use technology for
learning and teaching, integrate vocational contents, incorporate the moral
education as a subject and incorporate career and technical education as a

subject in order to accommodate the diverse needs of learners.

Publication of a new framework, textbooks and teacher guides are by
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no means the sole solution to improving the quality of education in any
country. Continued improvement calls for the efforts of all stakeholders.
The teacher’s role must become more flexible ranging from lecturer to
motivator, guider and facilitator. To assist this, teachers have been given,
and will continue to receive, training on the strategies suggested in the

Framework and in this teacher guide.

Teachers are urged to read this Guide carefully and to support their

students by putting into action the strategies and activities suggested init.

For systemic reform and continuous improvement in the quality of
curriculum materials, the Ministry of Education welcomes comments
and suggestions which will enable us to undertake further review and

refinement.
ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA
August 2023 FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
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Uni

|, Population Growth

Unit Objectives

By the end of this unit, you will be able to:
listen to a text and extract both specific information and the gist (main) idea from it
examine the pictures and explain the challenges our world is facing due to population
explosion globally and locally
work out the contextual meaning of the selected words and use them in your
communication where necessary
pronounce short and long vowels: [a, e, ,i and o] and diphthongs [, ai, ei, , ea, ea, 12 o1,
va] as correctly as possible and make your oral communications intelligible practise
asking opinions in small talks and conversations

practise a variety of text attack skills such as skimming, scanning and intensive reading
and extract information.

discuss and integrate textual information in oral presentations
work out the meaning of different words from different literatures contextually
practise the word formation processes with prefixes and use the correct form of the

words in communications

acquaint yourself with different phrasal with the verb “fall”” and use them in both

spoken and written communications.

use simple present tense and degrees of comparisons in constructing grammatically

correct sentences

complete ideas in a piece of writing and write your own paragraph
add ideas to the incomplete paragraph and make it complete
connect different sentences using different discourse markers

acquaint yourself with the use of period, question mark and exclamation mark and use

them in your writing where necessary
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Listening: Population Explosion

(W | istening: Population Explosion

@ Activity 1.1

Instructions: You are going to listen to the passage. Before you

listen to it, discuss the following questions in pairs.
o e = \.-... s E iy E ,.:_:‘ _I W .-|_ y L "tl-:""l '} bt

Fig. 1: Overpopulated areas in Delhi, Tokyo, Beijing and Lagos

Look at the population size in Delhi, Tokyo, Beijing
and Lagos in the above picture What can you say
about the population growth and its effect in these

countries?

Do you think that the population in your city is
increasing or decreasing? What is your evidence?

If the population around your residence is growing,
what problems are you facing in your day-to-day life?

NB: For visually impaired students, those of you who do not have

such limitation, please give them an account of explanation
about congested population in the above cities.
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Speaking

@ Activity 1.2

Instructions: Now your teacher will read the listening passage two
times to you. When he/she reads the passage, listen
very carefully and extract specific information from
each paragraph and finally write the main ideas in
your own words.

@ Activity 1.3

Instructions: Answer the questions given below based on the
ideas discussed in the passage.

As a student, after you have got few ideas about the
population explosions in our world, what do you
suggest to different governments to take practical
actions?

How can you contribute, as a student, to reducing
problems connected to population explosion in
Ethiopia?

Speaking

1.2.1 Pronouncing Short Vowels, Long Vowels and
Diphthongs

@ Activity 1.4

Instructions: Repeat the following words after your teacher.

Short Vowel long vowel
1 | [bit] [bi:t]
2 | [back] [ba:rk]
3 | [fut] [fu:d]
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Speaking

@ Activity 1.5

Instructions: Individually, use your dictionary and look up seven
words with short and long vowel sounds and then
practice them with your neighbouring students.

NB: Visually impaired students are asked simply to practice the
sounds orally

Short Vowel long vowel

N[N |O1 ||V~

Diphthongs
Diphthongs are words that combine two vowel sounds. They are

pronounced so closely together that they almost sound like one

vowel instead of two.

@ Activity 1.6

Instructions: Use your dictionary and identify the type of
diphthongs in the words given below individually.
might, why, may, wait, freight, they, great, fair, hair, mare
and where

@ Activity 1.7

Instructions: Write a word that consists of the diphthongs given
below.

[ay, ai, el, ey, ea ea , 12 o1, V2]
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Speaking

Pronouncing interdental voiced [d] and interdental voiceless [O]
consonants

Note that these consonants do not exist in Ethiopian languages, so

pronouncing them in different words is difficult for many of our students.

When you pronounce these sounds, you put your tongue between the upper
and lower tongue and produce [t] or [z] sounds. Practise them in the

followingwords with the help of your teacher.

math [ma0], booth [bub], soothe [sud], those [0ovz]

@ Activity 1.8

Instructions: Go over the following pair of words given in
parentheses (sink/think), (leather/lather), (their/
there), (tin/thin) quickly. Then, your teacher will
read a sentence that consists of one of the words to
you. Listen to her/him, identify the word you have
heard and write it down into your notebook.

1.2.2 Small Talks: Asking for Opinions

As you know, it is common to ask and answer questions in everyday
human communications. Questions should not always be asked
only for the sake of asking. The asker needs to have purpose when
she/he poses a question. The respondent also has to think twice and
give answers supported with convincing reasons. If you answer a
question without sufficient evidence, people do not trust you when

you talk to them in the future.

@ Activity 1.9

Instructions: The following dialogue is between two grade ten
students, Lambebo and Hamesso. Be in pairs and
fill in the incomplete parts in your own words.

Lambebo: Do you think that money is more important than health?
Hamesso: In my opinion, both are equally important because to stay in 5
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Speaking

health, money is important and health is also essential to make
money.

Lambebo: As far [ am concerned, however, health is more important than
money because

Hamesso: Are you saying that if there is health, it is not difficult to
make money?

Lambebo: Yes, of course. In my view, if a person is healthy, she/he can
do any work and make her/his livelihood.

Hamesso:

Lambebo: As I understand, nothing is more important than health.
Hamesso: Do you think that those people who are below the poverty
line are not healthy?

Lambebo: No. From my point of view,

@ Activity 1.10

Instructions: Roleplay as student Tamirat and Kelemua, ask
guestions, give opinions turn by turn and make the
dialogue complete.

Tamirat: What comes to your mind when you hear the phrase
“population growth”?
Kelemua:

Tamirat: What is your view about the population growth in Ethiopia?

Kelemua:

Tamirat: ?

Kelemua: Yes, as | understand, it is a serious concern because when
the growth of population and the economic growth are not even,
the continuation of life in this world is not certain.

Tamirat: Why do you think that experts on population warn that the
growth of population will be the most serious problem of our
world?

Kelemua:

Grade 10 English Textbook
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Reading: Population Growth

Tamirat: ?

Kelemua: In my opinion, those factors that change the pattern of
population are the imbalance between birth rate and death rate
and migrations.

Tamirat: ?

Kelemua: Itis a type of crisis which results from an increase in births
(fertility rate), a decline in the mortality rate, an increase in
immigration or a depletion of resources.

Tamirat: Once the World Bank President Robert McNamara said:
“Population growth is the gravest issue the world faces. If we do
not act, the problem will be solved by famine, riots, insurrection
and war.” Do you agree? Why?

Kelemua:

Reading: Population Growth

@ Activity 1.11

Instructions: Before you read the passage, discuss the following
guestions in groups of three and report your answers
to the whole class.

Can you list down the most pressing problems that
Ethiopia is facing these days due to its unplanned
population growth?

Do you think that population growth has direct
connection with our environment? How?

There are experts such as Simon 1988 who say that
population growth does not bring as such significant
problem if the economy of the country grows

consistently? Do you agree or disagree? Why?
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Reading: Population Growth

@ Activity 1.12

Instructions: Now, read the passage given below silently and
answer the questions that follow it according to the
information therein.

Fig. 2: population growth & environmental degradation

National and Global Population Growth

1. The rapid population growth observed over the last decades
in Ethiopia has resulted in a number of challenges and crisis
against both human and wild lives. One of the most dominant
casualties is severe environmental degradation which is
responsible for the prevalence of poverty and famine. More
often than not, many international reports claim that the
alarmingly growing population at an unprecedented rate is
negatively affecting the environment in different parts of
the country and this degradation is exposing a large number
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Reading: Population Growth

of people to poverty. The fact is that the more a given area is
populated, the more the resources in that area are degraded
by both the rich and the poor though the frequency and
magnitude differ. There is a widely accepted truth that the
poor tampers more frequently with the fauna and flora of the
environment while the devastation caused by the rich to the

environment is higher in scale. Under most circumstances,
when the size of the population and the economic growth of
a country are not growing evenly, poverty-stricken people
tend to overuse every resource available to them as their
survival is endangered. When the situations become worse
and worse, it is a must for many citizens to immigrate.
In addition to the above anthropogenic damages, other
factors such as lack of material resources, inadequate
loans and subsidies, illiteracy and lack of awareness and
consciousness impinge seriously upon the environment.
Thus, since uncontrolled population growth is the main
threat to the environmental convenience and comfortability
to both human and wild lives, a positive change in attitude
towards the environment is needed in order to save the most

cherished flora and fauna.

2. Eighty-five percent of the population in Ethiopia lives in
rural areas, mainly in the central and northeastern highlands,
where population growth and poverty are much higher than
in urban areas. As the population in these areas increases
more and more, land is deforested and over-farmed. This in
turn has brought about less crop production and subsistent
livelihood. When forests are cleared, the residents must
travel farther and farther to find firewood, which is the

principal fuel for cooking or sometimes they dry up animals’

dung which should have been used as natural fertilizer. The
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Reading: Population Growth

other disaster is soil erosion. When the steep highlands
are deforested, their soil can easily been eroded and their
fertility to grow crops decreases from time to time. Because

of this, many previously habitable lands in these areas have

now been transformed into dry lands and deserts. This
vicious cycle is exacerbating the effects of the droughts in
the country mostly leading to severe and ever more frequent
crises. The 2003 famine, for example, affected more than 13
million people of the country and at least 6 million people
at an average suffer from permanent food insecurity every
year. Of course, as experts in the field argue, the problem is
aligned not only with deforestation but also has connection
with a small size of arable land that farmers cultivate every
year. To change the existing scenario, the green legacy which
i1s being implemented every year all over the country during
rainy seasons, has significant contribution in changing the

ecology of the country and agricultural productivity as well.

3. The other effect that results from overpopulation, of course
not peculiar to Ethiopia, is the poor state of women’s health.
If the size of the population and the per capita income of
the citizens do not strike the balance, it is difficult for any
government to sufficiently supply health facilities to citizens
in general and to females in particular. As reports from Save
the Children (2004) show, Ethiopia is one of the lowest
ranked countries where one out of every 14 women dies
from complications during pregnancy and 114 infants pass
away in every 1000 live births. Therefore, to stabilize the
population growth, increasing girls’ education and expanding
women’s empowerment is one of the highly recommended
solutions. In this regard, we all know that the current

10 Ethiopian government is taking practical measure, though
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Reading: Population Growth

not sufficient, in raising up the ratio of females officials
ranging from lower to higher levels of responsibilities in
different governmental offices. This kind of attitudinal
change is believed to have substantial contribution in

controlling the unplanned population growth. Generally,
despite the challenges Ethiopia is facing from both human
and nature, there are attempts to incorporate population,
health, and environment issues into the country’s poverty

reduction strategies.

4. Globally, over the last hundreds of thousands years, the
world population has grown to one billion then in just the
next two-hundred years or so, it grew sevenfold. In 2011,
the global population reached the seven billion mark and
today it stands at about 9.4 billion. This dramatic growth
has been driven largely by increasing numbers of people
surviving to reproductive age and has been accompanied by
major changes in fertility rates, increasing urbanization and
accelerating migration. The effect of population growth is
detrimental as long as the economy of a country is incapable
of providing the citizens with convenient environment that
guarantees potable and clean water, good accommodation,
decent clothing, hygienic food, conducive housing and even
pure air. In short, a growing population needs a growing
economy. It is crystal clear that there is no way people
can live conveniently and comfortably in the environment
without tampering with it. Hence, it is a must to comply
with the principles of environmental management within
the ambit of conservation, preservation, rehabilitation and
sustainability.

Adapted from different sources and modified for its purpose by
Mesfin Aberra
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Reading: Population Growth

How can population growth, environmental
degradation and poverty integrate and affect human

life?
Why the people in the northeast highland areas in
Ethiopia are highly exposed to draught and famine

repeatedly?

How do the rich and the poor contribute to the
degradation of the environment?

How can humans protect the damage against animals
and plants?

How does women’s education and health affect the
population growth? Why women are in focus?

@ Activity 1.13

Instructions: Answer the questions given below and write your
answers in full sentences into your notebook

individually.
Write the main idea in each paragraph in a complete
sentence.

List down the problems that you have observed due to
population growth in the area where you are currently

living?
Do you think that you have your own contributions
in solving those problems connected to population

growth? How?
1.3.1 Vocabulary : Part |

@ Activity 1.14 Vocabulary: Part |

Instructions: Match the words taken from the above passage and
written at the left hand side with their contextual
12 meanings given at the right hand side individually.
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Reading: Population Growth

“A” [1] B”
1. immigrate (parl) A. leaving ones country and settling in
another country

2. degradation (par 1) B. money paid by the government or
organization to reduce prices

3. devastation (parl) C. all plants life in a particular region or
period

4. fauna (parl) D. all animals’ life in a particular region or
period

5. flora (parl) E. the state of being destroyed

6. subsidies (parl) F. changing to lower state

1.3.2 Vocabulary : Part 11

@ Activity 1.15

Instructions: Look up each of the words given below in paragraphs
2, 3 and 4 and then write their contextual meanings
as they are used in the passage.

subsistent (par 2)
exacerbating (par 2)
cultivate (par 2)
substantial (par 3)
detrimental (par 4)
B tampering(par 4)
1.3.3 Word Formation

Using prefixes to form words

@ Activity 1.16

Instructions: Be in pairs, define what a prefix is and then try to
list down as many prefixes as possible from your,
own experience.
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Reading: Population Growth

Instructions: Individually, write words that go with the prefixes: anti,
im, in, re, dis, auto and co.

@ Activity 1.18

Instructions: Look at the words written in bold in the dialogue
below. Identify the prefix and explain its meaning
individually

Kia: Your paragraph is good but there are sentences that you have
included without a clear purpose. You have also used incomplete
sentences which do not make sense; moreover, there are overused
words which can reduce the interest of your reader.

Yenu: Thank you for your interesting and indispensable comments. |
know that you always write very good paragraphs and attain the
highest mark in our class. Would you give me further comments
that help me write well developed paragraphs?

Kia: When you decide to write a paragraph, first plan what and how
you want to write, second, prepare an outline which gives you
direction where your focus is. Third, write out your first draft
without worrying much about the errors that you are likely to
make. Fourth, do serious editing on the content, organization of
ideas, language use and mechanics. Fifth, rewrite the final draft
of your paragraph considering the editing you have done.

Yenu: Thank you for your valuable comments once again. You are
correct. | hadn’t had the ideas you have given me before | wrote
my paragraph. In the paragraph | had given you for comments,
there were not only the problems you mentioned but also | had
found out misspelt words which would create confusion to
my readers. | could detect them after | had given it to you for
comments.

Kia: Oh, thatis awesome. You see, itis impossible at all to be absolutely
1 4 free from errors either when we write or speak. The main thing is
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Reading: Population Growth

readiness to learn from others and improve oneself from time to
time. Now, do you have time to improve your paragraph based on
the comments I have given you?

Yenu: Of course, | don’t have much time but | should accept your
comments and do my level best to write a better paragraph.
I had never found out any irrelevant comment. All of them
were convincing and constructive. As | have learnt from your
comments, first, [ have to preplan what I ought to include into
my paragraph. During the second step, | should re-arrange the
sentences into their coherent order, include relevant ideas and
write the first draft. At the third step, I need to do editing and
finally I have to consider the editing I had carried out and
re-write the final draft. Am I correct or Incorrect?

Kia: You are correct. That is interesting. You see, it is unthinkable
to improve one’s knowledge unless there is willingness to learn
from each other. Now, in my opinion, if you follow the steps I
have suggested to you, you can join the disconnected sentences
in your paragraph with the correct devices, enrich the content,
check your language use and increase its quality.

'fd Short Note )

A prefix is a word part that is placed before the root word.

Most commonly used prefixes in English are: re, in, im,
dis, un, mis, co, none, pro, super, hyper, circum, auto
and the like. A prefix usually changes the meaning of the

root word. For clarity, look at the following examples: take

and intake, tension and hypertension
( >, o

Grade 10 English Textbook



https://ethiofetena.com

hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsite

Reading: Population Growth

1.3.4 Phrasal Verbs

@ Activity 1.19

Instructions: First define what phrasal verbs are, list out those
you have already been familiar with and then
construct meaningful sentences using few of them.

@ Activity 1.20

Instructions: Be in groups of four, read each sentence given
below carefully, work out the contextual meaning of
each phrasal verb given in bold and then write it in
your notebook. The first one is done as an example
for you.

Example: Kadija always calls Hamid’s name amidst any of her
discussions with her friends; | think she has fallen in his
love. Meaning(loved him from the depth of her heart)

The chair was so old that it fell apart when Zeberga
sat on 1it.

Is there an Ethiopian who does not fall apart if an
enemy manages to take over a piece of land from its
territory?

When generals think that victory at war front is
difficult, they order their soldiers to fall back.
Provided that I have no access to print books in the

library, I have internet resources to fall back on.

If you fall behind on your research work, it is
impossible to graduate from any Ethiopian university.

m The dramatist has fallen down on the ground in the
middle of the play as he has a splitting-head ache.

When you fall for someone, it is difficult for you to
16 stop thinking about him/her.
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m If lies are told repeatedly, several people fall for them
without requesting for justifications.

m When Sumoro had beaten the stem of the tree with a
long stick, many of the fruits fell off the branches.

Amajo had bought avocadoes and put them into a
plastic bag. When he got off the bus, all of them fell
out of the bag as it has had wide holes that he had not
recognized.

Those friends whose relationships are founded on

benefits often fall out when their income reduces due

to different reasons

I want to travel to Russia to visit their vibrant
cultures but my plan fell through for I have not yet

produced a visa.

Short Note

Phrasal verbs are expressions made up of verbs and
prepositions. They are important in both spoken
and written English since they give strength to
the message. Notice that most phrasal verbs have
different shades of meaning. Though studying and
understanding each meaning is difficult, you need to
study the most frequently used and use them in your
verbal communications wherever or whenever the

situations require them.

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsite

Grammar

Grammar

1.4.1 Degrees of Comparison

@ Activity 1.21

Instructions: The following sentences are taken from the above
reading passage. Be in groups of three and discuss
the type of degree the writer has used and their
meanings.

As the population in these areas increases more and
more, land is deforested and over-farmed.

The fact is that the more a given area is populated,
the more the resources in that area are degraded by
both the rich and the poor though the frequency and

magnitude differ.

Eighty-five percent of the population in Ethiopia lives
in rural areas, mainly in the central and northeastern
highlands, where population growth and poverty are

much higher than in urban areas.

@ Activity 1.22

Instructions: In pairs, examine how a positive degree, comparative
degree and superlative degree are used in the text
below and finally write the rules that enable you
to use three of the degrees correctly in your own
sentences.

Mr. Tanga lives in Arba Minch town. He has three children. They
are Chubaro, Katinie and Gezmo. Academically, Chubaro is as
intelligent as Katinie and Gezmo is the least intelligent student
of the two. With regard to football, Katinie is as good as Gezmo
but Chubaro is the worst. He does not like to watch any game

on television let alone playing in the field. On weekends, three of
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them like to visit the Nech Sar park, which is located to the eastern
direction of Arba Minch town. The park is one of the most preferred
tourist attractions in Ethiopia. Of course, in size, it is not bigger
than Omo National Park, which is located in South Omo Zone. The
more you travel in this park, the more your appreciation and love

about nature increases. Its evergreen sceneries, the endemic wild
animals, the pure natural falls that come from different directions
never allow you to leave it. When they walk in the park, Gezmo
is the slowest of both as he has pain in his feet but Chubaro is as
fast as Katinie. Because of their equal speed, they always talk to
each other, make funs and finish their journey without any feeling
of tiredness. In terms of their learning styles, Chubaro is the most
confident student in his class; however, he is not as fast as Katinie
in responding to his teachers’ questions. Around their village,
Chubaro is the most cooperative boy in working with other youths

to solve the problems of the dwellers.

@ Activity 1.23

Instructions: Below is a text with blank spaces. Individually,
decide whether the positive, comparative or
superlative degree of the adjective or adverb given
in parentheses is appropriate to complete each
sentence in the text.

Text I: Learning and Improving
Writing Skills

Writing is one of 1 (important) language skills that
you should develop so as to succeed in your academic activities.
Because of this, English teachers are always advised to seriously
teach this skill 2 (careful) possible. You, as students, should
also give 3 (many) attention to the skill than ever before

and practise it 4 (regularly) possible. The understanding is
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that the 5 (much) you engage yourself in meaningful writing
activities, the (good) you achieve the skill. Of course, few scholars
think that since it is the 6 (challenging) language skill

of all others, it is difficult for several students to achieve it unless

teachers provide them with different supports such as explanations,
model texts and guidance. Currently, however, the widely accepted
belief is that the 7 (little) the teacher interferes with the
students’ engagement in a variety of meaningful writing activities,
the 8 (fast) they achieve the skill. The understanding
is that developing self-learning strategy is (good) than imitating a
model text, learning about it and striving to produce the same type
of text. Therefore, practising writing with meaningful activities and
checking the progress of one’s skills 9 (regular) possible
can make most students reasonable and efficient writers.

@ Activity 1.24

Instructions: Use the correct form of degree of adjective given in
parentheses to complete the blank spaces in each
sentence individually.

Critical thinking is one of  (essential) life
skills that every student must develop as her/his own
personality. It is a skill that  (often) people
develop it from active reading.

Which country is economically  (prosperous) in
Asia? Why has it developed  (rapidly) than any

other neighbouring country in the continent?

In today’s global world, healthy competition is
___ (important) than depending on others.

If Ethiopia, for example, mobilizes its citizens

efficiently to increase productivity supported by

2
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scientific knowledge, there are  (many) golden
opportunities as in other developing countries striving
to emerge successfully.

Positive thinkingis ~ (good) than taking a
revenge. When a person begins to think reasonably
and widely, she/he will solve  (difficult)
problem she/he has ever confronted in her/his life

with least sacrifices.

When you are just between the blue sky and the see, it

is a must to choose _ (less evil).
E I would ratherdie  (see) my country
fragmented.

Notes on Degrees of
Comparison
A. The Positive Degree

The Positive degree does not offer comparison. It just
tells us about the existence of two equal persons, objects
or situations. The persons or things compared in this
degree are often introduced with as....as or so...... as. For
example:

1. Today’s English lesson is as clear as yesterday’s
but today’s illustrations are not so clear as the
yesterday’s ones.

2. Awoke is as strong as his friend, Tahiro.

3. Awoke is not so strong as his friend, Tahiro.
B. The Comparative Degree

A comparative degree compares two persons, objects
or situations to show the lesser or greater degree of the

quality. This degree is often introduced with “than”.
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When we use this degree, we add ““-er” to adjectives of one or two
syllables and more or less when the syllables are more than two
or if the comparison is with adverbs. For more clarity, look at

the following examples

Slow-----slower, big----bigger, slow----slower strong-----stronger, happy-
--happier, beautiful----- more beautiful, slow----more slowly, clear--
---more clearly.

Important points you need to remember:

m Do not use double comparatives

Example:

1. This sentence is more clearer than the previous one.(not correct)
2. This sentence is clearer or more clear than the previous one.

(correct)

m There are adjectives that should not have comparative forms
because their meanings express the qualities to the highest
possible degree. Here are few of them: perfect, dead, single,
unique, round, square. The implication is that if something is
perfect, it cannot be a better or less perfect.

Example: Saron is more perfect in her spoken English than her

written one. ( incorrect)

m Sometimes adding “-er” to adjectives is the same as using more/
less +adverb

Example

1. Aweno is quicker than Madalcho in answering questions in the
classroom. (correct)
2. Aweno answers questions more quickly than Madalcho in the

classroom.(correct)
m If the adjective is of more than one syllable, it takes less or more
in its comparative form.
Example:

2
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1. Firehiwot is more intelligent than her sister Bezawit is. (correct)
2. Firehiwot is intelligenter than her sister Bezawitis.  (incorrect)
m In modern English, the expressions, “than me” and “ than I”
are both acceptable.
Example: the waiter was angrier than | or the waiter is angrier
than me.

m The words prefer, senior, junior, inferior are followed by “to”
not “than”

Example:
3. Mesfin prefers coffee to tea. (correct)

4. Mesfin prefers coffee than tea. ( incorrect)
m Parallel strength or growth is expressed with double
comparatives

Here are some examples of double comparatives:
1. The more you read, the better you think.
2. The less money I spend, the more I save.
3. The less you worry about others, the more you aggravate your

own problem.

m Take care in using the following irregular comparative forms:
good.....better, bad.... worse, many or much....more,
little...less

Example: Silence is better than talking nonsense.

Poverty is worse than death.

C. The Superlative Degree

A superlative adjective expresses the extreme or highest degree
of a quality. We use this degree to compare people, objects or
situations more than two in number. The pattern of this adjective
is the + superlative form of the adjective + noun (object).
Adjectives of one or two syllables or adverbs take”- est “and in

its irregular form least and most are used. When this degree is

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsite

Grammar

A

used, 1t 1s common to use the prepositions in or of

Examples

1. Azalech is the tallest girl in the family; moreover,
she is the most intelligent girl in managing the
family of her siblings.

2. Rukia is the least active participant in English
classes but she is the most humorous girl of all us
after class time.

1.4.2 Simple Present Tense and Present Perfect Tense

@ Activity 1.25

Instructions: Here below are pairs of sentences given in simple
present and present perfect tense. Read them very
carefully and explain the meaning differences
individually.

Most of us often talk about others’ weaknesses but
we have never had information about our own weak

sides.

To err is human; no one has ever been seen so far
doing things perfectly without getting feedback from
others.

Currently, I see a great many people criticizing others
for their faults; I have never seen a person who

advises them how to reduce their pitfalls.

My daughter leaves for Harar tomorrow; she has
stayed with me for only few weeks.

Brown says, “the more number of languages

you speak, the better you think™. As I have been
impressed by this quotation, I have begun to learn
different languages being spoken in my community

since last month.
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I. The Simple Present Tense
Uses

1. to talk about presently happening actions but cannot be expressed

mostly in continuous forms. Some of the verbs which are not mostly

used in —ing form are: see, hear, taste, think, consider, wish, love,

hate, feel, have, believe, trust, etc.

Examples:
0 Now I am understanding what he is teaching. (incorrect)
a Now, | understand what he is teaching. ( correct)

e I always think the positive side of any work but most people often
prefer to focus on limitations.

2. to describe an action that happens every day
Examples

0 My friend always speaks English; that is why he has now become
a fluent speaker.

e She usually watches English channels; she pronounces words
nearly like native speakers.

e We always discuss our assignments in English.

3. to talk about general truths or universal facts
Example: Blood carries oxygen in our body
4. To talk about future planned action
Example: Zumra leaves for London tomorrow.
5. to talk about past actions on the headlines of newspapers

Example: The headline in “The Ethiopian Herald English daily
says, “The Prime Minister Confers with the Russian
Ambassador to Ethiopia Yesterday

6. to narrate past action

Example
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The book discusses the importance of co-existence
for mutual benefits. The author further argues that
when only people strengthen their unity, they achieve
substantial growth and prosperity.

7. To talk about timetables or schedules

Example: The film begins at 6 a.m. in the evening

1. The Present Perfect Tense

Uses
1. to describe an action that began in the past and is still going on right
at the time of speaking

o Muhaba has worked in this office for the last forty years (still she

is working in the same office)

e Andabo has not uttered a word to me since he arrived at the
station.

e Writing a textbook is the most challenging academic activity that
| have ever faced
2. to express an action when the doer is not clearly known

Example: Someone has taken my bag.

@ Activity 1.26

Instructions: Use either simple present tense or present perfect tense
form of the verb given in parentheses to complete the text
given below individually.

Danitie  (clean) her house everyday but today
she ~ ((yetclean) it because she is too ill to
wake up from her bed.

Now, Mukura and Ayantu_ (love) their newly
born baby from their heart because they
(think) that the baby is the only dearest gift they have

26 ever had. Tomorrow they ~ (leave) for Addis
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Ababa to show their baby to their mother-in-law.

They  (never see) her for moths.

This is a new experience that I  (ever have);
therefore, I am planning to get people who can

provide me with water tight comments. In fact, when
I do something new, [ always  (show) it to

someone whom I think is capable of helping me.
1.4.3 Using Relative Pronouns

@ Activity 1.27

Instructions: Using your background knowledge or by referring
to grammar books, read the dialogue conducted
between Feven and Melon and insert the correct
relative pronoun you think is correct from the
alternatives given in parentheses being in pairs.

Feven: Do you know Kurfa Chellie, Melon?
Melon: I am not sure but sometimes | hear father calling this name.

Feven: Oh, you should have known it. It is a small town 1
(when/where) our father was born. He is a man who has passed
through different challenges in this town and reached this level.

Melon:  Yes, you are right. I think the film 2 (that/ whom) we
watched last week to some extent has connection with his
life.

Feven: Yes. You are correct. By the way, has he had a plan to write a
book?

Melon:  Yes, Ithink now he isthinking of whatandto 3 (who/
whom) he is writing?

Feven: Yes, you are correct. He is going to write a book 4
(whom/whose) focus will be on honesty and perseverance.
Melon: In my opinion, he also needs to take into account the current
demands of the audience__ 5(which/whose ) is often
very essential to produce a book of good reader.

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsite

Grammar

Feven: Yes, of course. Most writers 6 (whom/whose) books
have been widely accepted across the community often do this.

Melon: I agree with you. Any writer should first have sufficient

information about the audience_ 7 (whom/who) he/she is
writing something. Otherwise, the effect will be harmful.

Feven: Ok, bye. Take care of COVID 19 8 (wherever/whenever)
you go.

Short Note

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a
noun. Relative pronouns are used at the beginning
of an adjective clause or a dependent clause that
modifies a noun. The three most commonly used
relative pronouns are who, which and that. The
pronoun “Who” has two other forms, the object
form whom and the possessive form whose. The
pronoun Who is mostly used as a subject (nominative
case) for people and whom is used as an object (as

accusative case).

Example

G The musician who composed this music has been awarded an
honorary doctorate degree from Jimma University. (subject/
nominative)

e Example b: The witnesses whom [ interviewed gave me conflicting
evidences.(object/accusative)

The pronoun “whose” can be used for people, animals or things to show

possession or belonging
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Example: The man whose daughter won the gold medal in the college
is a good reader.

Sometimes “of which” can be used for animals to show possession
Example: A dog of which one of its eyes is hurt is still very fierce
when a stranger comes to home.

“Which” is used for animals and things
Example: The book which I bought yesterday has a lot of errors
but I found it useful to teach different proverbs. (subject/
nominative)

Johnson bought the top hybrid car which will help him save on
gas. (object/ accusative)

That can be used for people, animals or things.
Example
o The man that you visited in prison has been found a scapegoat.

o My car that | bought three years ago runs on electricity and gas.

That versus which

Both “That” and “which” are used to start two different types
of adjective clauses, called essential and non-essential clauses.
Essential (defining) (restricted) clauses always indicate a clause
that is essential to the meaning of the sentence because it defines
or identifies the noun it refers to. An essential clause does not take

a comma before it.

Example: Lelisa wore the shoes that he bought in Italy. (What shoes? The
ones that she bought in Italy. (The clause identifies the shoes.)
“Which” may also be used to introduce an essential clause.

Example: Lelisa wore the shoes, which he bought in Italy.

Which is used in a non-essential (non-defining clauses) modify

an animal or a thing. A non-essential clause is one that gives
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secondary, hon-essential information about a noun that has already
been fully identified. A non-essential clause is separated from its

noun with a comma:

Example: Lelisa wore her best leather shoes, which she bought in Italy.

Since Lelisa has only one best shoes bought in Italy, it is not

important to modify it with a relative pronoun.

Who vs whom

The relative pronoun “who” may cause confusion because it has
both a subject form “who” and an object form “whom?. The key to
choosing between these forms is to see what the pronoun is doing in
its own clause.

m Use who if the pronoun is the subject of the verb in the
dependent clause.

Example: The people who just boarded the plane are patriots of
this country.

(The pronoun “who” is subject of the verb boarded.)

m Use whom if the pronoun is the object of the verb in the

dependent clause.

Example: The woman whom | met in in Institute of Technology
campus is a perspicacious person.(The pronoun is object
of the verb met.)

m Use whom if the pronoun is the object of a preposition in the

dependent clause.

Example: The agent with whom | spoke was able to help me.
(The pronoun is object of the preposition with.)
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1.4.4 Using suggest, should, ought to and had better

@ Activity 1.28

Instructions: Complete the space in each sentence given below
with an appropriate modal verb ( should, ought to,
had better, suggest). Note that you can use more
than one if you think that it is appropriate.

My teacher told me that I
every day. He is right. If I do not do this, my success

review my notes

in my studies will be doubtful.

Do you think Carol not to save her

money? She is planning to go to Europe this summer.

I am going to library now. Which assignment

_____ I do first?
My car’s gas tank is almostempty. I ~ fill
it up very soon. Otherwise, I travel on foot

tomorrow.

If you are worried about getting fat, you

eat fruits and vegetables as frequently as possible.

B I ____staying at home; it looks to rain very soon
Where we have lunch today, at home or in

a restaurant?

m My doctor feels that I
exercise than ever before because the sugar level in

take more physical

my blood is going up.
m you to create your own job? I think

that is a reasonable decision because living on a

monthly salary is only for a hand-to-mouth life.

Ato Loranso save some amount of
money carefully as he is to retire next year. 31

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsite

Grammar

' Short Notes

m The word “suggest” is used when you want to recommend
something politely.. It is followed by gerund ( —ing
form) and that; not by infinitive
Example:

1. Isuggest taking a nap before going to work.(correct)

2. Tsuggest to take nap before going to work.(incorrect)

3. I suggest that you can take nap before going to work.
(correct)

m The word "should" is used to show obligation, give

recommendation or an opinion.
Example

1. You should stop eating sweaty food.
2. We should finish this work before the rain falls.

m The modal verb “ought to” is used to express an
obligation, demand, threat or an expectation that
someone should do. "Should” and “ought to” have
the same meaning although "ought to" is much more
formal and is not commonly used in spoken English.

Example:

1. You ought to listen to him carefully before you respond
to him.

2. We ought to pass strong decision to save our country.

Look at the affirmative, negative and question
(interrogative) forms:
1. Affirmative: You ought to talk to him courteously and
slowly.
2. Negative: You ought not to talk to him courteously and
slowly.
3. Interrogative: Ought you talk to him courteously and

slowly? J

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

Et hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsit

Writing

Writing

1.5.1 Guided Writing
Joining and completing sentences

@ Activity 1.29

Instructions: Join each pair of sentences given below using the
linking devices given in the table.
if for example | because

moreover | however therefore

I support the argument “population Matters” I think
that if we keep on growing, we are not only going to
damage nature but also we are likely to see more and

more inequality and human suffering.

The human population can no longer be allowed to grow
in the same uncontrolled traditional way. we do
not take charge of our population size and then nature

will do it for us.

To reduce the growth of population, humanity can
take different measures. | reducing the

unplanned consumptions of natural resources and

implementing family planning are among others.

Educating and empowering women and girls and
providing family planning information enables
more people to choose the size of their

families; , governments have to

produce clear policies that enable to address the

biodiversity loss we are facing.

Adding more people to our planet causes a large
number of problems; , people are

also of great responsibility to solve these problems.
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Short Note on the use of
sentence connectors

When you plan to write a paragraph (a group of sentences that
explains one main idea), you have to use different sentences.
To make the paragraph meaningful, your sentences need to
be joined with different connectors. Otherwise, the ideas in
your paragraph do not give clear meaning to your reader. For

detail, read the short notes given here below:

m When you want to join two sentences that show reason, you
use such connectors as; "because", "due to", "owing to", "on
account of", etc.

Example: We arrived home late owing to engine problem.

m When you want to further explain your ideas with examples
(illustrations), you use the connectors such as for example,
for instance, suppose, the case in point, etc.

Example: Some wild animals are threatened with extinction;
Wallia Ibex is the case in point.

m Some languages are used for a variety of purposes; English is
the case in point

m When you want to add more information to the preceding idea,
you use the connectors such as moreover, furthermore, in
addition, etc

Example: Hunduma is an outstanding and diligent teacher;
moreover, he is polite and patient.

m To connect two contrasting (opposite) ideas, you use the
connectors such as though, however, nevertheless, whereas,
on the other hand, on the contrary and the like

Example: Mazengia likes to read; however, he does not make

notes about the lessons he got from different books

Grade 10 English Textbook


https://ethiofetena.com

Et hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsit

Writing

@ Activity 1.30

Instructions: Complete the sentences given below correctly in
your own words. The first one is done as an example
for you.

There is a theory which goes as, “Population growth hardly brings
any harm as long as the economy grows harmoniously.”

Experts predict that the population in Ethiopia will
double in the next 30 years; therefore,

However rapidly our population grows

All Ethiopians should apply family planning
education, protect their environment and contribute

their share in expanding women’s and girls’ education

to control population growth, Moreover,

We students have our own share in reducing the

growth of the population in our country.
For example, we
1.5.2 Using Punctuations

@ Activity 1.31

Instructions: Use period, question mark or exclamation mark in
the short text given below.

Hard working is essential not only to succeed in your studies but
also to enhance your skills of creativity Have you ever seen a lazy
person who has ever created anything new So, work hard until your
last breath

NB: Study the note given below to understand their use clearly
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1. We use full stop (period) at the end of any statement (a sentence that
gives us clear information)
Example: Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin.
2. We use a question mark at the end of a sentence that asks a question.
Example: Do you live to eat or eat to live?
3. We use an exclamation mark to express our strong emotions or when
we are happy, sad, excited, surprised, etc.

| wonder how our English teacher is a hard working person!
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Writing

EZ. Travel Behaviors

( Unit Objectives )

Upon the completion of this unit, you will be able to

@ listento a text and find out specific information and gist

@ work out the meaning of words used in the listening text
contextually and use them into your day-to-day communications

o pronounce English vowel and consonant sounds intelligibly in
oral communications.

@ share experience with your partner about their own travel
experiences, if any

@ explain the measures that should be taken to reduce traffic
accidents in Ethiopia

@ describe traffic rules using appropriate language orally
o give short instructions on traveling behaviors orally

@ familiarize yourself with travel behaviors discussed in the
passage and apply them when you travel into big cities

o identify different word formation patterns and use them correctly
in your communication
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Listening: Travelling and Places

@ familiarize yourself with the meaning of the phrasal verbs such
as fill in, fill up, etc., and use them both in your spoken and
written English

o acquaint yourself with the patterns and uses of simple past tense

and apply it correctly for different communicative purposes
when/where necessary.

@ familiarize yourself further with punctuation rules and use
them in writing sentences, paragraphs or essays

Listening: Travelling and Places

@ Activity 2.1

Instructions: Before you listen to the passage entitled “Omo
National Park”, discuss the following questions in
pairs and report your answers to the class.

- Have you ever traveled f

to a new place?

Where is Omo National
Park?

Can you predict what
you will visit in case

you go to this park?

Fig. 3: The landscape of Omo National Park

Grade 10 English Textbook



https://ethiofetena.com

Et hi of et ena. com Et hi opi an No 1 Educati onal Wbsit

Speaking

O T

Instructions: Now, listen to the passage that your teacher will
read twice to you carefully, take important notes
and write one main idea from each paragraph.

@ Activity 2.3

Instructions: Individually, think of the place that you have visited.
Describe its geographical locations, exchange your
description with your friend and give comments to
each other.

Speaking

2.2.1 Pronunciation

O T

Instructions: Match the words given on the left hand side with
the type of vowel that they contain.

NB: Let visually-impaired students be dictated by their friends
and then identify the words with short and long vowel.

A B
1. short